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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Definition
The role of the imperative is to communicate a compelling command from someone in a position of authority
to a subordinate.

The imperative is may be recognised by the following:

A verb in the imperative case

Prefix of li to a present tense verb in the jussive mood

Use of ʿalā and hattā

Use of verbal noun in place of the imperative

For rhetorical purposes, the imperative may be used for purposes other than for commanding.[1][2][3][4][5][6]

Examples

1) To advise

ادُرسْ ��ً�ا ���ه ا�����رات!

Study well for these exams!

2) To give a choice

ُ�ْ� ��ا ا����ب اؤ ��� ا�����.

Take this book or that magazine.

3) To denote an equal choice

زر�� اؤ � ��ر�� ا���م، ��رٔاك ��اً �� ائ ��ل.

Whether or not you visit me today, I will see you tomorrow in any case.

4) To supplicate

رب� زدِْ�ِ� ِ�ْ���ً

“Oh my Lord, increase me in knowledge!”

Quran 20:114

5) To challenge

ِ�ْ� ����� ��ون ��ف �� ائ ���.

Live your life without fearing any human.

6) To threaten

اُ��ْ� إ�� ا���� ���ٔ��اً ��ة ����� وا����� ����دك.

Come to work late again, and the manager will fire you.

7) To express sarcasm

اِ��ْ� �� ���ء، � �����.

Do whatever you want, I don’t care.

8) To plea

!������

Help me!

9) To give permission

�� را���.

Take your time.

10) For a weaker person to petition someone in authority

أ��� ا����، �� �����ً ���ه ����.

Oh King, be generous towards my people!

11) To insult

�� ����ً ��� أ������.

Be lazy like your friends.
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