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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Definition
The particles laʿlla and ʿasā are used in the context of a wish that an outcome which is possible would occur.
The particles layta, law and hal are used to wish that an impossible outcome may occur.

The use of particles normally used with possible things but to denote impossibility, and vice-versa, can have
rhetorical effects.[1][2][3]

Example

أ��رس ا������ ����� وا��ة �� ��م، �ّ��� أ��� ا���اب ا������� ��.

I exercise for an hour every day, hoping to prevent the approach of old age by it.

Explanation

The communicator uses the word laʿlla to suggest that preventing the approach of old age is possible by
exercising for an hour every day. However, preventing the approach of old age is an impossibility. The
communicator's objective is to hint at the intensity of the exercise, or the seriousness of the intention, through
using this rhetorical device.
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