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Definition
The vocative is denoted by the use of hamza or ʾayy when the addressee is near, and yā, ʾā, ʾāy, ʾyā, and
hayyā for an addressee that is far from the speaker. The particle wā is used to address a mourner.

These conventions may be broken for rhetorical effect: close-by addressees may be addressed as if they are
far away, and vice-versa, to denote physical or emotional distance from the communicator. The vocative may
also be used to introduce the expression of regret, lamentation, sarcasm or rebuke.[1][2][3][4]

Example 1

��ّ� ����، ا����!

Oh Salim, pay attention!

Explanation

Salim is close to the communicator but has been addressed as if he was far away. This highlights that Salim
is not paying attention and is psychologically far away from the communicator.

Example 2

َ��َٰ�ْ�َ�ةً َ�َ�� ٱْ�ِ�َ��دِ ۚ

Ah! Alas for my servants.

Qur'an 36:30

Explanation

This statement is an expression of astonishment rather than an address.
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