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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Definition
Implicit Reference (Kināya) is the use of a descriptive word or phrase which alludes to the intrinsic
characteristics of a thing, in place of the real name. Although the connection between the implicit reference
and the real word is allegorical, it must be possible for the implicit reference to be literally true as well, which
differentiates it from metaphor.[1][2][3][4]

Example
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Salim’s tongue is long.

Explanation

Describing Salim’s tongue as being long implies that he talks a lot, or that he has vulgar or deceitful speech.
However, it could also mean that his tongue is literally quite long.
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