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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Also known as Paronomasia, Double-Entendre, ا������ and Delusion

Definition
This is the use of an expression that has more than one meaning. The speaker says one thing, but there is
more than one interpretation of the meaning. This causes a joking, ironic, sarcastic or mocking effect due to
the deliberate confusion caused, between the superficial meaning, and the construed meaning. The speaker
technically speaking does not lie, as both interpretations are correct.[1][2][3]

See also
CA-1: Complete Paronomasia, where the same word is used twice, but with a different meaning each

time.
CH-12: Sarcasm, where what the communicator says can be equally interpreted in a positive or

negative way.
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