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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Definition
The occurrence of two words which sound similar but have different meanings.[1][2][3][4]

Types of Paronomasia
There are several types of Paronomasia:

(A) Complete Paronomasia (al-jinās al-tāmm)

The two words are identical but they have different meanings. This is also known as a pun.

(B) Incomplete Paronomasia (al-jinās ghayr al-tāmm)

The two words differ in one aspect such as:

1. Reverse Paronomasia (jinās al-qalb)

The letter order is changed to make an anagram or a palindrome.

2. Morphological Paronomasia (jinās al-ishtiqāq)

The two words are derived from the same root but have different morphological forms.

3. Fabricated Paronomasia (al-jinās al-mulaffaq)

Two unrelated words that sound the same appear together.

4. Resemblance Paronomasia (al-jinās al-muḍariʿ)

The two words differ by one letter, but the different letters have the same point of articulation.

5. Non-resemblance Paronomasia (al-jinās al-lāḥiq)

The two words differ by one letter, and the different letters have different points of articulation.

6. Distorted Paronomasia (al-jinās al-muḥarraf)

The two words are the same but have a difference in a vowel.

See also
 B-7: Pun

 CB-4: Palindrome

 CD-3: Evasive Letterplay
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