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Also known as Antonymy, ا�������, ا������� and ّد���

Definition
Two antonyms appear together, such as “big” and “small.” The two words may be allegorical or non-
allegorical.

The antithesis construct may be either non-negated antithesis using direct opposites such as “true” and
“false,” or negated antithesis using negation of the same word (such as “true” and “not true”). The antithesis
may occur between two nouns, two verbs, two particles, or any combination of these. Multiple antithesis may
occur where two or more antonyms or antonymic phrases appear together.[1][2][3][4]

Example

َ�ْ�َ�ْ�َ�ُ��ا۟ َ�ِ��ً� وَْ�َ�ْ�ُ��ا۟ َ�ِ��ً�ا َ�َ�ا�ءًۢ �َِ�� َ���ُ�ا۟ َ�ْ�ِ�ُ��نَ

Quran 9:82
So let them laugh a little—they will weep much as a reward for what they have committed.

Explanation

There is a semantic opposition between yaḍḥakū (laugh) and yabkū (cry), and between qalīlan (a little) and
kathīr (a lot).

See also
 CB-2: Colour Contrast
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