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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Definition
The communicator mentions something, and then later uses a personal pronoun or demonstrative pronoun to
apparently refer back to that thing. However, something related but different is intended by the pronoun. This
could be a different meaning of a homonym (semantic shift), or a related but distinct referent (referential
shift). This ambiguity creates a rhetorical effect by playing on the listener’s assumption of continuity, only to
redirect their interpretation.[1][2][3]

Example

�ُ�ْ�ُ�َ�ْ�َ �َ�ْ َ�َ�� َ�ِ�َ� ِ��ُ�ُ� ٱ���

Quran 2: 185
So whoever is present this month, let them fast it.

Explanation

The word shahar (month) refers to the new crescent moon signifying the start of the month of Ramadan.
Whereas the hu (it) apparently refers to the crescent moon, but actually refers to something else - the days of
Ramadan - and not the crescent moon itself.
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