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CF-5: Digression

Page Discussion

From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

Also known as Excursus

Definition

The communicator mentions one topic, then leaves that topic and mentions something else which may be the
opposite or contrasting to the original topic, then returns to complete the original topic.[”[z] The rhetorical
effect is particularly pronounced when the digression has an ironic, sarcastic, or praising intent. !

Example
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| love Birmingham, it's a great city. It's not like London where the people are always miserable.
Birmingham has a lot of green spaces and people are happy.

Explanation

The communicator praises Birmingham, then digresses to talk of the problems of London, then returns to talk
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about Birmingham. The digression has a critical tone against London, which emphasises the contrast with Birmingham.

See also

o @ CF-6: Rhetorical Branching where the communicator starts a new topic linked to a previous one and does not return.

e Excursus (2
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