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Definition 7 2 \

Rhetorical Shift, or Reference Switching is when the communicator changes between: % %}
ladY)

e Persons: first person, second person, third person

: : CG-1: Rhetorical Shift
e Tenses: past tense, present tense, future, imperative

Category Linguistic Embellishments

e Morphology: verb, active participle, passive participle (Im al-bad)

e Sentence type: verbal sentence, nominal sentence ey ArunEErEn & siEe

This shift keeps the addressee engaged and provides stylistic diversity.[1][2][3][4] Persuasion

When the shift occurs between second and third person, it may overlap with Apostrophe.
Balagha-Corpus.com 2

The term Rhetorical Shift may also apply to the use of a parenthetical aside for rhetorical purposes. ! Corpus data  See examples £
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Example Code CE-812
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When Salim has lost his key: Code Q100 2
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Salim: Where is my key? It was in my pocket. Where did you put the key, Salim? How does a man lose his Cite this page
10.64393/balagha.Q100 &

Download PDF {=

house key? Come on Salim... find the key quickly! < DOI

Explanation

Salim refers to himself in the first person (“my key”), then the second person (“you”), and then the third person (“a man”). There are changes in verb from
past tense (“was”), to present tense (“does”) to imperative (“find”).

Related to
e CH-10: Addressing the Non-Human

e Enallage 2
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