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Definition

Antithesis (al-fibaq) is an Arabic rhetorical device involving the juxtaposition of
two words whose meanings are mutually opposed — that is, whose meanings
cannot coexist simultaneously in the same thing — whether the opposition is

literal or figurative. The two words may be nouns, verbs, or particles, and the
opposition may be allegorical or non-allegorical.[HZIEIISIEIIE]E]

Linguistic Operations

Antithesis operates through the juxtaposition of lexical items with opposite

meanings within the same proposition or across closely related propositions.[ll[el

From the sources

The opposition can be achieved through:

* Direct antonyms — two words with inherently opposite meanings.[3][6]
* Negated forms — a word and its negation, such as /4 takhshi and
ikhshawn.[]

From the sources

The opposing terms may appear in different grammatical forms:

e Nouns — such as al-zulumat and al-nar.l?]
« Verbs — such as adhaka and abka.l?!
» Particles — such as /laha and 'alayhé.[l]

« Mixed grammatical categories — such as a noun paired with a verb.[*ll’]
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» Clauses — the corresponding meanings may be expressed by two clauses rather than by individual lexical items. !

Recognition

Encyclopedia Interpretation

The following diagnostic tests aid identification. These criteria are not explicitly presented by the sources as a recognition

checkilist, but are derived from the source-attested mechanism of the device.

Antithesis may be present when:

» Two words with opposite meanings appear in the same sentence or in closely related sentences.[[]

* One term appears in positive form and a related term appears in negated form, producing semantic contrast.l*!

+ Two terms appear to be opposites but the opposition only becomes apparent once the figurative meaning of one or both

terms is understood — this may indicate either true antithesis or simulated antithesis (sLail plg]).[" /%]

Diagnostic Communicative Enhancements

* Aesthetic enhancement — the juxtaposition of opposing meanings adds beauty and freshness to expression.[3]

* Meaning enrichment ( iza)l J1a55) — the opposition strengthens and completes the meaning when it serves the

rhetorical purpose of the utterance. (!
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Applying the Recognition Framework

The information on this page can be used to evaluate whether this device is present in a candidate lexical item using the
Specific Device Recognition part of the Universal Framework for Identifying Arabic Rhetorical Devices:

e Use the Definition, Mechanism, and Recognition sections of this page in Step 1.
e Apply the substitution test in Step 2.
e Consider contextual indicators in Step 3.

¢ Use the Diagnostic Communicative Enhancements section of this page in Step 4.

Subtypes of Antithesis

ANTITH-NN: Non-Negated Antithesis (tibaq al-ijab)

Annotation Unit

ARDT ANTITH-NN
From the sources
Level 2 (Subtype)
The occurrence of two antonyms in a given proposition without negation. ! BalaghaBase Q384

| Source Example

sy 22T Gt G
5TV Eulkfi Yy

Quran 35:19-20
Not equal are the blind and the seeing; nor are the darkness and the light.

Explanation
The non-negated antithesis is represented by the antonyms (uadl / wasYl) and Uil 1 wlallall).

Source Example
wdy o, ;‘ 15»;,, [
3}9) VJAJ UaLL’“\MJ

Quran 18:18
You would think them awake, whereas they are asleep.

Explanation
The non-negated antithesis is represented by the antonyms aygazan (awake) and ruqad (asleep).[8]

Source Example

b2 2 g D o

God will grant ease, following hardship (Q65:7).

Explanation
The antonyms ‘usr (hardship) and yusr (ease) are placed in direct proximity.[lol

Source Example
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The enemy brothers sat down on the negotiating table.

Explanation
The antonyms al-ashga’ (brothers) and al-a‘'da’ (enemies) are mutually exclusive categories applied simultaneously

to the same group.°!

Constructed Example

5L Bl (ad Bad 335 Uaed S il 132

1R

A person begins life weak and ends it weak, yet passes between the two strong.

Explanation
The non-negated antithesis is represented by the antonyms da Tfan (weak) and gawiyyan (strong).

ANTITH-NG: Negated Antithesis (tibaq al-salb)

Annotation Unit

ARDT ANTITH-NG
From the sources
Level 2 (Subtype)
Opposition achieved through negation, where one of the two opposites appears BalaghaBase Q385(

in negated form, producing semantic contrast.!*/%]

| Source Example

opi U BESE N6

Quran 5:44
Do not fear the people, but fear Me.

Explanation
The negated antithesis is achieved through the opposition between negated and affirmative forms of the same

semantic field.

Source Example

B 3Ll g 13 5,0 G0 Y B BT ST

Quran 30:6-7
But most people do not know. They know an outward appearance of the worldly life.

Explanation
The negated antithesis is achieved through the opposition between /& ya ‘lamdna (they do not know) and ya lamdna

(they know) — negated and affirmative forms of the same verb [

Constructed Example
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Do not despair of tomorrow; rather, hope for it.

Explanation
The negated antithesis is achieved through the opposition between the negated /a tay 'as (do not despair) and the
affirmative irjuhu (hope for it), two verbs from the same semantic field of orientation toward the future.

Different From

o allaa)l (Parallel Antithesis) — (§Llall joins a single pair of opposites, whereas aLlaall extends this to two or more
ordered pairs of corresponding opposites.[111[221[7]

» Simulated Opposition (iham al-tadadd) — two expressions may appear to encode opposing meanings at the surface
level, but the opposition disappears once the intended figurative or contextual meaning of one expression is resolved. It is
therefore not annotated as Semantic Opposition.Z(€/123] For example, in S a1}, .sill Sw s (*hoariness laughed on his
head, and he wept"), dahika (“laughed”) and baka (“wept”) appear to be opposites. However, dahika al-mashibu is
metaphorical, conveying the appearance or spread of grey hair rather than literal laughter. The contextually intended
meanings are therefore not themselves opposed.

. C COLCOMB: Colour Combination where the opposition is specifically between colours.

Compound Devices
Parallel Antithesis (al-muqabala)

Encyclopedia Interpretation -> Compound Device

Definition

In classical Arabic rhetoric, aLlaoJl is an independent rhetorical device in which two or more meanings are followed
by their corresponding opposites in the same order.[II12I7IL4I8I15] The Encyclopedia analyses this as a compound
configuration of Antithesis and Parallelism.

Subtypes
Classical sources identify subtypes by the number of paired terms.[12][7]

o Two against two (il il allie) — two meanings followed by their two opposites in order
e Three against three (&) &) al,las) — three meanings followed by their three opposites in order
* Four against four (a.v.JL._ a.g._j al,las) — four meanings followed by their four opposites in order

Validity condition
The corresponding oppositions occur in the same order; classical sources treat violation of this ordered
correspondence as faulty (sawls).[FHI12I15]

Source Example

Quran 7:157
He makes lawful for them the good things and forbids them the evil things.

Explanation
This passage exhibits three ordered oppositions: yuhillu | yuharrimu, lahum | ‘alayhim, and al-tayyibat / al-khaba ith.
It is therefore an example of aiMi; a5\ alylas — three against three 1161141
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Source Example ¢

55 sl S

Quran 9:82
Let them laugh a little and weep much.

Explanation
This passage exhibits two ordered oppositions: falyadhaka (let them laugh) / walyabka (let them weep), and galilan
(a little) / kathiran (much). It is therefore an example of ouisl ouisl alilae — two against two.[®!

Source Example

LLS/EJQ,SJ"”_/"”"i“““gv?-gj‘f?:g\j:}%ﬁ;ﬁﬁj@wfp,;”:"/"fg’u\jsi«/ﬁjgﬁ‘j&;icﬁﬁ'

Quran 92:5-10
As for he who gives and fears God and believes in the best reward, We will ease him toward ease. But as for he
who withholds and considers himself free of need and denies the best reward, We will ease him toward difficulty.

Explanation
This passage exhibits four ordered oppositions: a ta / bakhila, ittaga / istaghna, saddaqa / kadhdhaba, and al-yusra /

al-‘usra. It is therefore an example of aLlisl rather than simple 3LLaJl.[H7I14]

Source Example ¢

o J~U‘ 31353 b g3l

o o el P A
al-Mutanabbt

| visit them in secret, while the darkness of night intercedes for me,
And turn away while the brightness of morning incites against me.

Explanation

The verse arranges corresponding oppositions across its two hemistichs, including sawad al-lay! (the darkness of
night) / bayad al-subh (the brightness of morning), and yashfa u I (intercedes for me) / yughri br (incites against me).
Cachia cites it as an example of al,laall.[1%]

Constructed Example

AN B B 2 g R Dl 8 I

Hope flourishes in living hearts, and despair dies in dead hearts.

Explanation

This passage exhibits two ordered oppositions: yanta ‘ishu (flourishes) / yamatu (dies), and al-amalu (hope) / al-
ya'su (despair), with the further reinforcing opposition of al-hayya (living) / al-mayyita (dead). It is therefore an
example of (uisb il ablas — two against two.
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Notes

Technical

Encyclopedia Interpretation

Al-Nabulusi defines al-fibaq in terms of bringing together two corresponding or opposed meanings (.l laiall (juizall), and

includes several kinds of opposition or correspondence beyond straightforward lexical antonymy, including affirmation and
negation, privation and possession, and relational opposition.[° Cachia consequently describes the category as wider than
“antithesis.” The Encyclopedia nevertheless identifies the device through semantic opposition rather than treating Cachia's
English label “Parallelism” as evidence of the independent structural device Parallelism.
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