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From The Encyclopedia of Arabic Rhetoric

The Imperative in Arabic (al-Amr) describes the ordinary linguistic system of PDE Download PDF [

Arabic imperative constructions. For the rhetorical device in which an imperative

construction is used for a purpose other than genuinely commanding, see IMPERAT: The Imperative. That article treats the
rhetorical mechanism and purposes of imperative expression in Arabic rhetoric.

Overview

From the sources

The sources identify four grammatical forms (sigh) through which the Imperative is realised.[H[2](]

Types of Imperative

From the sources

Type 1: fi'l al-amr (The Imperative Verb)

The action word appears in the dedicated imperative verb form.[FI2I1]

I Source Example

P

55 o0 i 25

O John, take the Scripture with determination
Quran 19:12

Explanation

khudh is a verb in the dedicated imperative form, addressed by God to Yahya (John), illustrating the basic
morphological realisation of the Imperative. Cited by al-HashimT as the first of the four sigh immediately following his
definition of the Imperative.[4]

I Constructed Example

Lol Yl adgd Vi Gyl

"Study well for these exams!"

Explanation
udrus is a verb in the imperative form, directly requesting an action from the addressee.

Type 2: al-mudari’ al-majzam bi-lam al-amr (The Jussive Present Prefixed with the Lam of
Command)

A present-tense verb, prefixed with the /am of command and placed in the jussive mood. 212l

I Source Example
R p R g5 5

Let a man of wealth spend from his wealth.
Quran 65:7
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Explanation
li-yunfiq is a present-tense verb prefixed by the /am of command and placed in the jussive mood, functioning as an

imperative. Cited by al-Hashimi as the second of the four _sTgh.[4]

I Constructed Example
BRIy

"Let every student attend at the appointed time."

Explanation
li-yahdur shows the jussive present verb prefixed with /am al-amr, functioning as a command directed at a third

party.

Type 3: ism fi'l al-amr (The Imperative Verbal-Noun/Name)

A dedicated word standing in for the imperative verb, e.g. sah ("be silent").[FlI2I11]

ISOUI’CE Example
On (2n Ch oo R TR P
s %o H“w 4 ‘J‘.z,o‘!{ \Jui,‘,‘uiu

Hold fast to / attend to yourselves; he who has gone astray cannot harm you if you are rightly guided.
Quran 5:105

Explanation
‘alaykum functions as an imperative verbal-noun/name meaning "hold fast to" or "attend to", standing in for a verb of
command. Cited by al-HashimT as the third of the four sigh.[*]

I Constructed Example

Ju f I tis

"Quiet! The meeting has begun."

Explanation
sah is an imperative verbal-noun/name meaning "be silent”, used in place of an inflected imperative verb.

Type 4: al-masdar al-na’ib “an fi‘l al-amr (The Verbal Noun Substituting for the Imperative Verb)

A verbal noun (masdar) is used in place of the imperative verb [Bll2]

I Source Example
A g

"[Strive] in the path of good."

Explanation
sa'yan is a verbal noun (masdar) standing in for an imperative verb such as "strive" (is‘a), illustrating the substitution
of a verbal noun for the imperative verb.[!

I Constructed Example
S I
"[Strive] in the pursuit of knowledge."
Explanation

sa'yan is a verbal noun substituting for an imperative verb such as "strive", consistent with the mechanism attested

in the sources.[?
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See also

e IMPERAT: The Imperative — the main Encyclopedia article on the rhetorical use of imperative constructions.
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